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Lokk xvii 17, 18. 


Were there not ten cleanſed; but 


where are the nine——There are 
not found, that returned to give 
glory to God, ſave this ſtranger. 


HERE is no Temper ſo univerſally, 
and ſo juſtly condemned as that of 
ingratitude; an inſenſibility of Kind- 

neſs, a neglect of making ſuch returns of 
Efteem, love and duty, as we are able, and as 
might reaſonably be expected from us. We 
ſeem apprehenſive enough of this amongſt 
_ ourſelves; and ſhould we not bring the re- 
flection home, and ſee whether we are not 
guilty of the very ſame thing with reſpect to 
the Great God? The Obligations he has laid 


us under, infinitely exceed, both in number and 


"WE value, 
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4 Mational Gratitude due 


value, all that creatures can do for us; and 


yet are we not defective in our returns? 


We would be thought grateful. But is 
that Gratitude that dies away as ſoon as the 
bounty ceaſes? Is that Gratitude that receives 
without acknowledgement ; that acknow- 
ledges without returns; that returns, but 
without integrity, or conftancy. Our Savi- 
our's reflection on the baſeneſs of this Temper 
deſerves to be conſidered ; eſpecially when 


"we are come to expreſs our Gratitude for a 


* 


Publick and National Mercy, of ſuch conſe- 
quence to Liberty and Religion. 

The words refer to the caſe of healing ten 
Lepers. Their diſeaſe was loathſome, and 
by the Law ſeparated them from human So- 
.ciety : And for this reaſon, when our Saviour 


paſſed by, they kept at a diſtance from him. 
There are ſome circumſtances 1 in this ory; 
-that deſerve our notice. 


0 


FI r They a ft up jheir voice, and 


d, Jeſus maſter have mercy on us.” v. 13. 


They could not have met one more compaſ- 


ſionate, or able to help them; and a ſenſe 
of their miſery made them very importunate 
for mercy. Nor merely ſome oecaſional cha- 
. rity, or accidental. relief; but the entire re- 


moval 


Por National Mercies. 5 
moval of their affliction. Affliction is a 
means of bringing us to God, and of leading 
us into ſober confiderations of our intereſt 
and duty. Before I was afſticted ] went aſtray, . 
but now ] have kept thy Word *, 


SECONDLY, Our Saviour ſaid unto 
them go ſhew yourſelves to the Prigſis. v. 14. 
. Go, as if the thing was certain, and the cure 
performed ; go, .and receive the legal teſti- 
mony of it, without which they durſt not 
aſſociate with mankind, This might ſeem 
odd, yet the manner of exprefling his Good- 
neſs was a further inſtance of it. It was 
Goodneſs to the Lepers themſelves, as hereby 
they were put in mind of their duty to God, - 
and obedience to his Law, which required 
certain offerings, as acknowledgments of their 
gratitude and dependance upon God b. — 
It was Goodneſs to the Prieſts, that they 
might ſee a miraculous proof of his di- 
vine miſſion; and be convinced that their 
ſuſpicions of him were unreaſonable, ſince he 
came not to Wet the AG 4 


8 
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br And it came to paſs as 
 - they went they were cleanſed. ib. They might 


have 


* PlaL.cxix. 6. E Levit. zi 
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have objected, they could not think them- 
ſelves cured, before they had ſome appear- 
ance of it in themſelves. They might have 
been tempted to call it an z7/u/f, and not a 
cure; to go on ſuch an errand, when they 
had not a promiſe that he would heal them, 
but orily ſome hint of his lind intention. Yet 
ſuch was their Faith in him; ſuch their Re- 
liance on his Goodneſs and Power, that they 
doubted not of the event. They immedi- 
ately went their way as he had commanded, 


and left the management to his care. They 


not only believed, but performed —— Faith 
and Obedience maſt go together. The Faith 
that is /aving is not made up of confident 
hopes and expectations only; but is obedien- 
tral, and engages us to do what Jeſus bids us. 
As the body without the ſpirit is dead, fo Faith 
without works is dead alſo ©, —— When 
Perſons are in the way of their duty, they are 
in the way of a Ble ffing ; but when they are 
engaged about what is not lawful, they cut 
themſclves off from every 3 bope.--— 
Thovgh our prayers are not immediately an- 
ſwered, and the ways of Providence ſeem 


dark and FR yet notwithſtanding we 


ſhould 


c James li, 26. 
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ſhould perſevere in our duty, in this confi- 
dence that all will end well. 


Fou RTEHI v, And one of them, when 
be Jaw he was healed, turned back, and with 
a loud voice glorified God. v. 15. And fell 
down at his feet giving him thamꝶs, and he was 
a Samaritan. v. 16. The manner of their 
cure left them no room to doubt its being 
divine, It was performed without any ex- 
ternal applications; without ſo much as a 
touch, or a word's ſpeaking, by a perſon at a 
diſtance. But then only one is full f 
the conviction, and he a Samaritan, The 


other very likely were Jews, between whom 


and the Samaritans there was no friendly 
commerce. The Jes would have 20 deal- 
ings with them d. d. See here a common afflic- 
tion had reconciled them; they can beg to- 
gether, though they will not deal together, 
A Publick Enemy and Scourge will many 


times remove the prejudices of Parties, and 


unite men in affection and intereſt, who were 
a little before eſtranged to one another. — 
The Jeus valued themſelves much on being 
the peculiar People of Grd, and had reaſon to 
do ſo; Yet we ſee here they had the leaſt 
IE ſenſe 

4 John iv, 9, 
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ſenſe of Gratitude, The faireſt Profeſſor is 
not always the 6 Chriſtian, -— God is not 
influenced by our Anger, and party preju- 
dices in diſtributing his favours. In the Caſe 
before us we ſce a ffranger, and a Samaritan 
the object of his mercy. He is no reſpecter of 
perſons; but in every Nation, and in every 
Party, He that feareth God and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs is accepted with him ©, —- Not many 
are ſenſible of a Benefit, here we have. but 
one in Ten. His ingenuity is remarkable, his 
voice is as much raiſed to expreſs his thanks, 
as it was to aſk for the favour. The other 
receive the mercy, and run away with it; 


| | take the g:f7 and forget the donor. 


1 our Saviour's Reflection on thoſe incidents. 
And TFeſus anſwering ſaid, were there not Ten 
cleanſed, but where are the Nine. There are 

| not found, that returned to give glory to God, 

| ſave this ſtranger, q. d. Were they not all 
| « very earneſt and importunate for mercy ? 
| | Did they not give me a moving repreſen- 
| <« tation of their caſe ? Was not their ſubmiſ- 

11 ſion low, and their promiſes fair? And 

g when I granted their requeſt, ſhould they 

| ** not 

Acts x. 35. 


+ | _ 
N - FiFTHLY, —— In the text you have 


PESTS; 


Por Wational Mercies. 9 
ee not have had the ingenuity to have owned 
“ it, and have given God the Glory? To 
«© him their Gratitude was certainly due, as 
ec the Original and Source of all Goodneſs, . 
<* whatever their opinion was of me. The 
* Benefit was fo great, that their Thankful- 
ug, for it ſhould have been as publick as 
< their cure, and as laſting as their lives; but 
eto my aſtoniſhment I find only one of them 
ce 1n this diſpoſition”. 

This cenſure of ingratitude deſerves our re- 
card ; eſpecially on this occaſion, when a /n- 
gular mercy riſes up to our view. That we 
might guard. againſt this reproach, let me ob- 
ſerve to you from the text, and the caſe it 
refers to. 


I... . That Perſons under any preſſing af- 
fliction uſe to be importunate for mercy. 
II.. That when a Mercy is vouchſafed, 
it is too ſoon forgotten. 
NI. .. . That God reſents ſuch a deportment, 
reaſonably expecting from us the returns 
of Gratitude, | 


I. I obſerve, that Perſons under any preſ- 


fing affliction uſe to be importunate for mercy. 
Had man never ſinned, he had never known 
B what 


2 
2 Ul ' 
"> 
— 
25 
„ 


10 Wational Gratitude due 
what affliction meant; but Sin brought in 
with it a train of #;ſeaſes, miſery, and Death. 
Some afflictions are the natural fruits of 
Sin. Thus a diſeaſed body is the fruit of 
Iuxury and intemperance ; anxiety and fear, of 
Covetouſneſs ; diſturbance, of Paſſion. Other 
afflictions are medicinal, and have a tendency 
in the deſign of Providence to awaken in us 
a proper ſenſe of things. Indulgence and 
Eaſe depreſs the mind, and leave it ſecure 
and unguarded ; but when we are handled a 
little roughly, and feel the painful impreſſion, 
we begin to reflect, and cry out for Help. 
A fogbt of danger generally awakens our 
fear, and that prompts us to avoid or remove 
it. When gentler methods fail, God is 
pleaſed to take this. Thine own wickedneſs 
ſhall correct thee, and thy backſiidings ſhall re- 
prove thee f. Some are ſo obſtinate in their | 
ways, or ſo ſecure in their ſins, that to affect 
them, the Gel had need be delivered to 
them, as the Law was formerly, in a ſtorm 
of Thunder and Lightning. When the ter- 
rors of God have opened their ears to diſci- 
pline, and ſcourges have made deep furrows 
on them, then, poſſibly conſiderations of Re- 
bgion may have their full effect, | 
In 


; E li. 19. 
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In ſuch Circumſtances it is eaſy to imagine 
how importunate we ſhall be for relief, A 
poor flarving creature will be importunate at 
the rich man's gate. He would, to ſatisfy 
hunger, be content to meſs with the dogs, 
and contend . with them for the falling 
crumbs. The Rich man, on the rack of 
pain, would part with ſomething of his trea- 
ſure for Eaſe. The condemned Malefaftor 
would try the moſt moving interceſſions for 
Mercy. The Dying Sinner would renounce 
all his ſenſualities for Hope. 

Thus Natural is it to us on all occaſions to 
fly from Evil; to remove the cauſe of our 
anxiety and fear, and engage God and man 
for our preſervation, What firm Reſoluti- 
ons, and fair promiſes ſhall we not make, and 
poſſibly with ſuch Earne/ineſs, that one would 
think it impoſſible, they ſhould be forgotten, 
on the return of light and hope? Yet ſuch is 
our unhappy temper, rather ſuch is our in- 
gratitude, we bury all in Oblivion, The 
Glaſs is removed, and we forget what man- 


ner of Perſons we were b. 


IL... I obſerve that when a - mercy is 


vouchſa afed, it is too ſoon forgotten. As. un- 
B 2 reaſonable 


5 James i. 2%, 24. 
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reaſonable as this may appear, yet it is not 
uncommon. If our fears, which alarmed us, 
are quieted; if our danger, which aſtoniſhed 
us, is over, and our deſires gratified, we 
think no more of obligations and returns. 

The Children of Iſrael were remarkable for 
this diſingenuity. Though very apprehenſive 
of danger, and as ſolieitous to remove it; 
though honoured with a ſeries of miraculous 
deliverances and triumphs; yet they ſoon for- 
got all. The Pſalmiſt has drawn their true 
Character. When he ſlew them then they ſought 
him, and they returned and enquired early uf 
ter God. Then they remembered, what one 
would think they ſhould never have forgot- 
ten, that God was their Rock, and the high 
God their Redeemer. Nevertheleſs they did 
flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto 
him with their tongue; for their heart was not 


right with him, neither were they fledſaſt in 
his Covenant b. They were not rightly diſ- 
poſed, nor firmly reſolved for a reformation, 
and therefore all their forms of ſorrow, all 
their holy vows, produced no laſting fruits. 
We have a famous inſtance of their ingra- 
titude in their behaviour towards Gideon. They 
had been long in ſubjection to the Midianites, 
Nn 


h Pla, Ixxviii. * , 


for National Mercies. 13 
a powerful and oppreſſive. Enemy. God was 
pleaſed to deliver them from this ſervitude 
by Gideon. This Great Man, at the head of 
their councils and arms, gave their enemies an 
Effeftual overthrow. They were all in rap- 
| tures; felicitated his conduct, bravery and 
ſucceſs; and offered the Government to him, 
and his heirs, as a ſincere teſtimony of their 
Gratitude. He generouſly refuſed that ſta- 
tion of honour, content with the glory of ha- 


ving reſcued his Country to Liberty and Inde- 


pendency. Surprizing that after all this, zhey 

ſhould not remember the Lord their God, who 
Had delivered them; nor ſhew Kindneſs to the 
houſe of Ferubbaal, namely Gideon. 


Nor is this the Character only of a People, 


who lived a great many ages ſince; but the 
fame diſpoſition appears too much in all nati- 
ons, and in all ages; namely, to loſe a fenſe 
of Obligation. The Caſe of Sinners on a fuck 
bed is too common not to be known, How 
ſenſible of their folly, when their danger is 
before them? They will promiſe, and reſolve 
well, to amend their ways, and live like men 
and Chriſtians, if they might be reſtored to 
Life. They have their deſire, but forget the 
vows of their een. How range is this 

Conduct 


| Judg. viii. 34, 35. 
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14 Wational Gratitude due 
Conduct ! We find it eaſy in certain circum- 
ſtances to yield to the impulſe of Gratitude, on 
a change, we feel the moſt generous ſentiments 
born down. This muſt be owing certainly to 
ſome prevailing corruption. 
An ungrateful Perſon muſt have ſome fa- 
vourite luſt to countenance, which, though his 
fear and diſtreſs took his attention from, will in 
a ſtate of freedom draw with a Hrong and pow- 
er ful bias; let it be ſenſuality, hypocriſy, pride 
or avarice, The Fact is plain, whatever be 
Its cauſe, men are too apt to forget an Obli- 
gation, It is almoſt become a proverb, which 
uſes to riſe out of General Experience and 
Obſervation, that nothing corrupts and putri- 
ies fo ſoon as a Benefit. I] proceed 


III.. . To obſerve, that God reſents Hob 
a deportment, reaſonably expetiing from us the 


returns of Gratitude. But where are the nine? 


The queſtion carries in it ſome token of re- 
ſentment and indignation, 


Ss, KY 8 \ 
When God delivered the Jews with a ſig- 
nal hand, He appointed ſome monument, Rite, 


or Feſtival to perpetuate the remembrance of 


it: If He is pleaſed to deliver, his Expecta- 
tion 


for Wational Mercies. 15 
tion is, that we ſhould glorify him x. To for- 
get a kindneſs is ſingenuous. To forget it 
when it was the intention and defire of the 
Benefactor, that it ſhould be remembered, 
is to add contumacy to Ingratitude, We judge 
in this manner among ourſelves, and reflect 
with | ſome Severity on the W Be- 
Haviour. 

Well might God be diſpleaſed with it 
when his Honour is thereby leſſened, and 
our Benefit prevented; when things are re- 
duced to ſuch a ſtate, as if they had never 
been; and all muſt go for Nothing. It will 
have this further ill conſequence, to provoke 
In to deny his Help in any future difficul- 
ties. If what He has done has no good, 
nor © laſting Effect, will he again appear for 
ſuch unthankful Creatures? If he delivers of- 
ten, will he deliver always? No ſuch 
Ingratitude muſt cut off the Sources of fu- 
ture Expectations and Dependence ; and leave 
us to deſpair and periſb in our own folly. 
It is not without the higheſt reafon, that 
God expects the returns of a grateful Mind 
from us, Becauſe 


hy x 1) We 
* Pal. L 13. 
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I.) We can lay 10 claim to any of his 
Favours, foraſmuch as Sin is a forfiture of 
all. By our fins we inſult the wiſdom, 
goodneſs and authority of God.: By our fins 


we defy his Power, and dare him, as it 
were, to do his worſt againſt us. And can 


we imagine that in ſuch a temper, we have 
any thing to expect, much leſs deſerve ? No, 


We have reaſon always to fay with the 


Patriarch, We are not worthy of the leaſt of 
thy Mercy and truth", If God's goodneſs 
flows towards us, when we might have ex- 
pected his anger; if He appears kind, when 
He might have aſſumed the moſt dreaafut 
Forms of Majeſty : How ſenſible ſhould we 
be of ſuch Clemency ? How grateful in our 
language, ſaying, My Soul doth magnify the 
* . in God my Saviour v. 


2 20 [Gratitude i is moreover a very glia and 
eaſy- duty: What lies within the compaſs of 


every Man's abilities. It is not ſo much 


meaſured by the greatneſs of the requital ; as 
the integrity of the Heart. For i . there be 


firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted according 
to that a man hath, and not according to that 


| be 
Gen. xxxii. 10. ® Luke i. 46, 47. 
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he hath not n. We cannot requite God for 


his numerous Benefits, or extend our Good- 
neſs to Him; yet we can love, and praiſe 
Him; we can cheriſh the moſt grateful ſen- 
timents in our hearts. The pooreſt creature 
upon Earth has an Heart to be ſenſible, and 
a Tongue to expreſs that ſenſe; And this is 
our Encouragement, He that offereth praiſe, 
glorifieth me. 

3.) In juſtice we are bound to be grate- 
ful, becauſe ſo much is ſtrictly due to thoſe 
high relations, in which God ſtands to us. 
When we alienate our hearts and ſervices 
from Him, it is from Our Creator, Preſer- 
ver, and Lord. The longer we live, the 
more we owe ourſelves to Him. And by 
every new mercy and deliverance, He ac- 
quires a new Title to our love and Obedi- 
ence, He gives us over again thoſe lives, 
and thoſe comforts He gave at firſt, and 
thereby ſtrengthens every Right to us. If 
then We are Enlarged from narrow circum- 
ſtances; if raiſed from a ſick bed; and de- 
livered from fear and oppreſſion, it would be 
_ unjuſt in us to with-hold our tribute of Thank- 
fulneſs from ſo great a Benefactor. 

4.) To return a benefit with love and 
Thankfalack, if we can do no more, Is 
IM _ agroe- 

. ® 2 Cor, viii, 2. * Pal. I. 23. | 
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agreeable to the common Senſe of Mankind. 
We hear nothing ſo frequent as profeſſions of 
Obligation to one another, in our friendly 
intercourſes. By this it appears, men allow 
that every kindneſs is inſeparably connected 
with ſome Tie, and that they ought never 
to be ſeparated in the mind, Heathens, as 
well as Chriſtians, reverence Gratitude, and 
as ſeverely cenſure the contrary. Seneca tells 
us, that ingratitude is a compound of the 
moſt hateful vices, and the true ſource of 
them ?. . Cicero not only calls Gratitude the 
oreateſt Virtue ; but the Mother of them all, 


of filial Piety, Patriotiſm, and Religion; and 


therefore ſays, He defired nothing more than 
to be grateful, and make it appear that he 
was fo d. Such are the Sentiments of Wiſe 
Men, and ſuch is ingratitude, that it can be 
looked upon in no other view, than as the 
reproach and ſcandal of human nature ; ſome- 

thing 


» Omnia ifta (viz. ſcelera) ab ingrato animo funt, 
ſine quo vix ullum magnum facinus accrevit. Hoe tu 
eave, tanquam maximum crimen, ne admittas. Sen. 
de Benef. I. 10. 

1 Nihil eft, quod malim, quam me et gratum eſſe, 
et videri. Haec eft enim una virtus, non folum maxi- 
ma, fed etiam mater virtutum omnium reliquarum. 


Quid eſt Pietas niſi valuntas grata in parentes? Qui ſunt - 


boni cives, qui belli, qui domi de patria bene merentes, 
nifi qui Patriae beneficia meminerunt ? &c. 


Cic, Or. pro Plan. 33. 


for Mational Mercies. I9 
thing odious to God and Man. —— By what 
name then ſhall we call hat Sin, which 
converts a benefit into a means of Rebellion, 
and prompts us to affront God in the Strength 
of his own Mercies. This is no unuſual 
Caſe, however it may create ſurprize on the 
mention of it. God turns our poverty inta 
plenty, and we make that plenty the ſource 
of Pride, Luxury, and Extravagance. He 
recovers from a ſick bed, and renews our 
Strength, that Strength we abuſe to riot and 
zutemperance, He changes a dark and dread- 
ful ſcene into light and joy ; that peace tempts 
us to ſecurity or preſumption. We are de- 
livered from the brink of a temporal ruin; 
and we defy an Eternal one. In ſhort, when 
we ſhould be thankful to God for his Good- 
neſs; we inſult his Power. Hear O heaven, 
and give ear O Earth. Ye Sun, Moon and 
Stars, all ye Creatures, animate and inani- 
mate, be aſtoniſhed at this new daring wick- 
edneſs of Man, I have nouriſhed, and brought 
_ up Children, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
Thoſe reflections on the caſe of the Lepers, 
will, I hope, lead us into others, that may 
be of uſe on this Occaſion ; at leaſt to pre- 
vent our falling under the Cenſure of Ingrati- 
tude. We are now to offer our united and 
| CS hearty 
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hearty Thankſgivings to God for hearing our 
Prayers; Bleſſing our Arms; and reſtoring 


to us all our pleaſing proſpects. That I may 
improve this day's joy, I ſhall lay before you, 


1.) Our Danger, 
2.) Our Deliverance, 
3.) Our Duty reſulting from thence, 


FiRST.... Let us take a ſummary view 
of our Danger, for even this will afford ug 


pleaſure. It is pleafing to look back on the 


boiſterous ocean, which we have miraculouſly 
eſcaped. It is pleafing to view Ruin at a di- 
ſtance, which juſt now we were on the brink of, 
It is ple lang to feel the Tumultuous Pafſions 
ſubſide, and light, and order, and every grate- 
ful thought flow in, to revive and rejoice us. 
Our Danger aroſe from an inſurrection of 
ſome of our fellow · ſubjects, who, wunpro- 
woked, and as fooliſhly as wickedly, ſet up 
their Standard againſt King, Lords and Com- 
mons; who took up hoſtile arms againſt their 
Country, in favour of 4 fugitive, abjured 
Pretender ; the Tool of France, and the care 
of Rome. Their ſucceſs muſt have been the 
ſubverſion of all our happy ſettlements, the 
loſs of our Religion and Liberty. For no 
doubt is to be made, but that France had 
ſtipulated for the one, and Rome for the 


other, 
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other. Thoſe have been the conſtant views, 
and animating motives, which have fpirited 
up all their attempts againſt us. 

Thoſe Two Pawers have ever cheriſhed the 
Spirit of Rebellion amongſt us, in hopes of 
ſome favourable conjuncture for enſlaving us, 
and reducing us to a neceffity of depending 
on them for Liberty in this world, and Hap- 
pineſs in the next. They might indolge their 
Pretended Prince in making large profeſſions 
and promiſes, when they meant nothing by 
it, but to deceive, The prior engagements to 
them muſt firſt certainly be anſwered ; and 
as ſoon as they had the Power, we need not 
doubt their inclination to carve largely for 
themſelves. There is no honour, no force in 
the promiſes of Papiſts to Proteſtants *, be. 
cauſe it is their avowed Principle, that 710 
Faith is to be kept with Hereticks, The 


Council 


We have a flagrant inſtance of this in the French 
King's Letters, when he ſupported the Pretender's in- 
vaſion, 1708. In one Letter, that was to come 
abroad into the world, He has this flattering paſſage. 
„His ſubjects (meaning us) will be only diſtinguiſhed 
& according to the zeal and affection, they expreſs 
ce for him, (the Pretender) without examining what 
«© Religion they profeſs, in which he leaves them their 
* entire liberty”. In another Letter to the Pope, his 
inward friend, He ſpeaks more openly on the ſame oc- 
 Falion, A deſign ſo lt in itfelf, and ſo advanta · 
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Council of Conſtance declared for this; and 
Clement XI. decreed all Stipulations, Compatts 
and Covenants, made with the Proteſtants in 
Germany by the Emperor, void and of no Ef- 
fJe*. We have had ſad Experience of their 
Perfidy in theſe Kingdoms. Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power, inſeparable friends, have uſed 
every ſtratagem to deceive and conquer us ; 
and, God be praiſed, have rendered ſeveral 
periods of our H:ftory illuſtrious by their de- 
feat. The laſt, is now the object of our joy, 
their compleat overthrow at Culloden. 

The jir/? who made the ſhew of an Army 
about their pretended Prince, were the dregs 
of the Scotiſʒi Nation. Men as yet rude and 
barbarous in the methods of life, hardened by 
Vaſſalage, and prepared for Plunder or Par- 
ricide. With them joined Outlaws, Vagrants, 
diſorderly perſons, and Papiſts : Some allo, 
who were ſo wicked as to deſign the repara- 
[| tion of their fortunes, ſpent on their vices, by 
It the plunder of their Country. - 
| This Banditti marched Southwards, or ra- 


ther one of the Plagues of Egypt revived and 
ſpread, 
| e geous to our holy Faith; the aim and rule of all our 
e actions. And alittle further, „the ſucceſs whereof 
& will be ſo advantageous by the Union of that Kingdom 
« (Scotland) to our holy mother the Church, &c.” 

: Epiſt, & Brev. Rom. 1724. Tom, II. p. 179. 
Act. Erudit. Lypſii 1727. p. 199. 
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ſpread, for the very dſt of the Earth crawled 
upon us. They ſeized the City of Edinburgh, 
or more truly, it was betrayed to them, on 
pretended prudential motives. Soon after they 


attacked, and routed a body of the King's 


Forces at Preſton-Pans *, . where the Brave 
Gardiner fell, Fluſhed with Eaſy victory 
and plunder by this incident, they thought 
themſelves invincible. They flattered them- 


ſelves with a ſudden Revolution, and that 


it would be as glorious for them, as Caeſar, 


to come, and ſee, and conquer. They expected 


nothing leſs, than that half the nation waited 
only for their arrival to declare in their favour. 
Full of thoſe ſentiments they reſolved for 
England; entered the Borders; took Carliſſe; 


marched through ſeveral open Towns ; pene- 


trated into the Heart of the Kingdom, ſo far as 
Derby r, and ſtruck a terror into the Capital. 

This attempt of ſever or eight thouſand men 
ſeemed a wild and Romantick adventure, and 
will be ſcarce credible to Poſterity. How 
unlikely that ſuch an handful of men ſhould 
conquer a Nation, who loved their Prince, 


and were jealous of their Liberty. And yet 


the general conſternation and Fear on this oc- 
caſion was not ill grounded. Confider how 
many Romiſh Priefls came over, under the 
= advan- 
Dept. 17,1745. Sept. 21, Oct. 24. J Dec, 4. 
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advantage of Lenity and Connivance ; what a 
number of Iriſh Papiſts reſorted to thoſe 
parts on various pretences; how many di/af- 
Fected perſons there were, who had imbibed 
with the firſt Proiciples of Knowledge mi- 
ſtaken notions of Government, inconſiſtent 
with the natural and unalterable Rights of 
mankind. Conſider how many idle ne- 
ceſſitous Perſons there will always be in ſuch a 
Populous City, who, if not from inclination, 
yet neceſlity, were prepared to enter into @ ge- 
neral Confuſion. Conſider, I ſay, thoſe things 
and our Fears, muſt appear juſt; not greater 
than our real danger. Every thing dear and 
valuable was at ftake, and the conſequences of 
our Enemies ſucceſs were dreadful to imagine. 

In ſuch Circumſtances we did what be- 
came Men that valued their Liberties and 
Religion. The diſtinctions amongſt us were 
forgatten, and we united our councils and 
ſtrength for Publick Safety. A Common dan- 
ger had made it a common cauſe and concern. 
Our Nobles and Gentlemen, our Biſhops and 
Clergy, our Magi/irates and Merchants, Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters of all Denominations, con- 
curred in the ſame meaſures for the defence 
of their Country; an Union that ſtruck our 
Enemies with terror, and filled their abet- 
ters with caution and reſerve. 
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Neither did we rely on our ſelves for ſafe- 
ty ; but implored the Divine Aﬀſfitance and 
Protection; in this perſuaſion, that except 
the Lord keep the city, the Watchman waketh: 
but in vain*. A Faſt day was appointed by. 
Authority, that we might humble ourſelves _ 
before God for our fins; deprecate his judg- 
ments; and intereſt him in our Salvation. 
Among the Diſenters ſolemn days of 
Prayer were frequently obſerved for thoſe 
purpoſes. The general concern was viſible 
in the ſadneſs of the countenance, and we 
were very anxious about the event of things. 
Our Aſſemblies were crowded with worſhip- 
pers; our Supplications were earneſt, and one 
vows many; and all actuated with'a ſenſe of 
imminent danger. Les us now turn to a more 


delightful profpet, and 


SECONDLY. . . . Confider our deliverance, 

at in itſelf, great in all its conſequences, 
and therefore proper to enliven our Gratitude 
this day. The hand of God was too viſible 
in this affair to be overlooked. When our 
Condition was naked, and deftitute of Forces; 
When Wiſdom was puzzled, and our Spirits- 
fallen; When the Enemy ſaid they would 
purfue and overtake, then did God appear for 


2 Pſa, exxvii, -. 
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fappoſe it to tiſe ſolely from our own Wiſ⸗ 


fot ſufficiently prepared for it. It was wnac- 


” 


us, by ordeting ſome Events to our advan- | 
tage. Then did He prepare for us Salvation, 
and only delayed it to an acceptable Time. 
We may ſee and admire his Goodneſs to us 
both in the MANN ER and INSTRUMENT of 
our Deliveratice, to forget which on this oc- 
caſion would be to add eee to ingratz- 


__ 
1.) The Manner of our. Deliverance was 


ſuch in ſome Circumſtances, that we cannot 


dom and meaſures. For inſtance, 
The Mercy was delayed becauſe we were 


frunrable how the firſt information of this 
Rebellion ſhould be treated as a romantich 
Thing; and that, when it made ſome Pro- 
greſs, we ſhould imagine ſome few di rſciplined 
Troops ſufficient to ſtop it. By this it ap- 
peared, we were ſecure, and leaned too much 
on an arm of Fleſh. The firſt Body of 
Troops was eafily and entirely routed. This 
furniſhed our Enemies with arms, and en- 
couraged others to enter into their deſparate 
meaſures. But then God was pleaſed to permit 
this to awaken our Fears,” Happy for'us was 
our confternation on this Event, becauſe it 
rouſed us up to Union and felf:deferice. That 
which rale our Fears, cured our ir Lethargy. 

\ — 2 | 
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The greater part of our Troops were a- 
broad, and in this &cfenceleſs ſtate we were 
ſoon to receive the news of our defeat, but 
at that very inſtant we were revived with abe 
arrival of ſome of our Forces. Winds and 
Weather, and every thing concurred to faci- 
litate this Event. The Eaſt wind blew, agd 
kept its courſe long, though unuſual at this 
ſeaſon, and in ſiæteen hours brought the tranſ- 
ports into the River. This was like a chear- 
ful light breaking through a Chud. The c- 
incidence of thoſe events. Points out a wiſdom 
and Power ſuperior to that of man. _—_ 
The infatuation of our enemies in; lingeripg 
fix weeks after their victory, was really Ex- 
traordinary. In that ſpace more of our 
Troops arrived, and we were putting our- 
ſelves into a bezzer poſture of defence, and 
conſequently they muſt have leſs hopes of 
ſucceſs. This circumſtance appears to me an 
evident proof of God's influencing the Hearts 
and councils of Men; that he does quicken 
or retard their meaſures; and reſtrains that 
Wrath, for a ſeaſon which he intends for a 
ſevere and exemplary Correction. 
It was really ſurprizing, that, in their 
march through ſo many Counties, and through 
ſome places, that wiſhed well to their cauſe, 
ſo few ſhould join them, ſcarce enough to 
D 2 form 
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form a Regiment. The conſtant good intelli- 
gence they received, ſufficiently convinced 
them, they had many ſecret friends, who by 
Principle and inclination were abetters of their 
Cauſe, Yet ſuch was the impreſſion on their 
minds, ſuch_their ſaſpence between hope and 
fear, that they durſt not py countenance 
them. 

It was furprizing that thoſe boafted warri- 
ors, and fluſhed with ſucceſs, ſhould retire 
to their bleak mountains with ſo much preci- 
pitation. God often ſubjects the minds of his 


Enemies to fear, and ſtrikes into them ſuch 


a Pannick, that they flee when no man pur- 
ſielb when their danger is far inferior to 
their apprehenſions. They retited to thoſe 
inboſpitable climes, which they hoped never to 
ſee more, and with greater plunderings and 
outrages too, as men deſpairing of ſucceſs b. 


T hey had ſome important Paſſes, which 
| they 


Prev. xxviii. 1. 
> An inſtance of their ſavage tempers we have in their 
flight from Sterling. They told the Country People that 
they ſhould be obliged to leave part of their Baggage be- 
hind, which they might come and take. Thoſe unhappy” 
Perſons were admitted into the Church of St. Ninians, 
where, no ſooner were they come, than they ſet fire to 
the Magazine of Powder, and buried many in the ruins 
of that Church ; which de eftruftion had been ſtill greater, 
but that one of their trains Providentially miſcarried, 


| Feb. f. 
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they might have defended to great Advan- 
tage; but now their Terror was increaſed; 
now guilt and fear united, and drove them on 
to their impending Fate. Thoſe invincible 
Heroes ſtill retire, and cannot think themſelves 
ſafe, till they had ſome Forts and met 
near them at Inverneſs. 

Such circumſtances as theſe convince me 
of a Divine Interpoſure. See here our Ene- 
mies reſerved, till they had tried their inte- 
reſt, and collected their ſtrength, for a more 

| fignal Overthrow, The wicked are ſnared in 
the works of their own hands. It is the Lord's 


doing, who ſtilleth the noiſe of the Sea, and | 


the Tumults of the People ; who is going by 


terrible things in righteouſneſs to anſwer our 


prayers, and ſhew himſelf the God of our 
Salvation. 

2.) The Inſtrument af this Deliverance was 
alſo under the Direction and care of Provi- 
dence, namely, that Brave, Iluſtrious Youth 
WILLIAM Duke of Cumberland: WII II- 
Au, a name hateful to the houſe of Stuart, 
and dreadful to Tyrantss All men, in 


proportion to their Sphere, are the Iſtru- 
ments of God's Providence; but Princes, 


whoſe Actions and Conduct determine ſo of- 


ten the welfare of man kind, muſt be more 


emi- 
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- eminently ſo, the objects of his choice di- 
rection and care. This appears in the preſent 


Cafe with great advantage. Here is a Royal 


- Youth raiſed up by Providence to be the Hap- 


py Genius of Britains; to animate our 
Troops; to guard our Liberties, tnd June 
Rebellion. 

When he atv at the has: of our 
Troops, the enemy retired, and forgot :their 
natural ferceneſs nnd ' iatrepidity. Thoſe 


armed with broad ſwords and target; (wea- 


pons, which were imagined to be almoſt in- 
vincible) make long. marches to keep out of 


his reach, and are glad to throw:any Remora 


inc his way, at Carliſle, to delay the purſuit. 
The Dube drove them out of Eugland, re- 


took Carliſle-, and reaſonably preſuming they 


would now enter into ſober Councils, and go 
home, ſat out for London. No ſooner was 
he at a diſtance, but thoſe Plunderers revived. 
in their Courage and hopes, and formed new 
deſigns of miſchief. Some Generals of un- 


doubted experience, conduct, and courage 
were ſent againſt them, and lead on Troops 


Faperior to the fatigues and terrors of war. 
The Rebels attacked them at Fullinꝶ, but 
two or three Regiments ſuſtained their Whole 
. and denied them the honour: of a 

| ſecond 


* Decemb. 30. Jan. 17. 
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ſecond Victory. They had indeed - 90 little, 
advantage of us, but to what incidents owing, 
I would not allow. myſelf to conjecture. 

It. was thought. proper a Perſon. of ſome 
influence and authority ſhould be ſent to put 
the ſpeedier end to this momſirous Rebellion, 
and the Duke is again appointed to this: im- 
portant fervice ; whoſe noble Generaſity, MWiſ- 
dom, Courage, -Afﬀability, and great Humani- 
fy, virtues abhorring all oppreſſion and ty- 
ranny, and in which the private Centinel can 
repoſe his right and intereſt, had endeared 
Him to the whole Army. He arrives at E- 
dinburgh*, purſues the Rebels, and again their 


Fear ſpeeds their flight. His Name was ter- 


rible, and his ſuperior Genius was confeſſed 
by their confuſion, and precipitate retreat. 
He purſued them long; but effectually, till 


they felt, what they ſo much dreaded, the fatal 


Blow at CULLODEN, APRIL Xv1, 1746. 

I cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality or 
flattery in faying ſo much of this favourite 
Prince, when the conduct of the enemy 
ſpeaks more. They attempted to gſaſſinate 
him feveral times, as if this was the only Ob- 
ſtacle to their Succels *. . Whilſt 2 lay at 
5 . . Sterling, 

' Jan. 20. - 
6 The firſt time was at Ci ifton, but happily prevented. 


——The next at Perth, where one Was hired to ſhoot 
0 | him; 7 
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Sterling, the Duke's ſudden approach ſo ter- 


rified them, that their Ch:efs, offered a reward 
to any who ſhould diſcover the Author of 
this Report ®, And their Pretended Prince, 
in the ſpeech he made to his Army juſt before 
the Battle at Culladen, paid a fine compli- 


ment to the Duke; but then it was at the 


Expence of his own diſcretion. Having ex- 
tolled the conduct, loyalty, and valour of his 
Army at Preſton-Pans, and at Falkirk, He 
immediately adds, but then we are to conſider 


that the aforeſaid Duke was not there. 
-* "+5; Hans 


him; but he was taken, owned the fact, and was 
banged. A third very probably in the very action of 
Culladen. One, pretending to be a deſerter, came run- 
ning among our lines, and begged for quarter, which 
was granted. Soon after my Lord Bury rode by, which 
He obſerving, took up a firelock, that lay on the ground, 


and diſcharged it at him, but without effect; upon 


which the villain was ſhot dead. He certainly miſtook 
the Lord Bury for the Duke, who was Aid de Camp to 
him, arid wore the ſame regimentals, and faſhioned 
wig as the Duke, Hughes's Narrative, p. 43. 
 Þ Sometime after this, they made it death to ſpread 
the ſame report of the Duke' s being with the Ling 
Army, 

The Pretended Prince in the ſame Speech, betrayed 
great diffidence of himſelf, or his People. Our 
« Friends are ſending a large ſupply from France of 
„Money and Men, which now wait only a fair Oppor- 
„ tunity to land; therefore if you had rather ſtay for 


d that Reinforcement, I am far from urging what mig ht 


— * 


wo " 520 or 9 &c. ib. p. 45 | 3 
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Thus was this Dung illuſtrious General the 
care and Inſtrument of Providence. Thus did 
his Name ſtrike a Pannick into hardened da- 
Tring Rebels, I hope, the ſure preſage of his 


Future 


The Real Prince {the Duke) harrangued his Troops, 
before the ſame battle, like an old Raman. If any 
„ among you, through Fear, are diffident of their cou- 
rage and behaviour, which I have not the leaſt reaſon 
& to ſuſpect; or if any others, through conſcience or in- 
& clination, cannot be zealous or alert inperforming their 
duty; it is my defire, that all ſuch would immedi- 
C ately leave us, and I declare they ſhall have my free 
& pardon, For I would much rather be at the head of 
One thouſand brave reſolute men, than Ten thouſand, 
6 among which there are ſome, who, by cowardice or 
„ miſpehaviour, may diſpirit, and diſorder the Troops, 
and fo bring diſhonour to an Army under my Com- 

“ mand. ib. p. 39“. 

The Pretended Prince does not appear to have been in 
the heat and danger of any one action; and at Culloden 
we are told, © He was in the rear, pretty ſafe, three 
„ m.les from the battle. ib. p. 43. | 

« The Real Prince, during the Engagement, often | 
“ rode through the lines, and ſometimes among the 
* Dragoons, obſerving with his glaſs the motion of the 
« Rebels”. ib. p. 44. 

Thus when an Angel by Divine command, 

With riſing Tempeſt ſhakes a guilty Land, 

{Such as of late o'er pale Britannia paſt. ] 

Calm and Serene he drives the furious Blaſt, 

And pleas'd th' Almighty's order to perform, 

Rides in the Whirlwind, and directs the Storm. 
ADDI1SON, 


E And 
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Future Glory, May he live to perform many 
eminent ſervices to his Country, and be as 
much the terror of every Foreign, as Do- 
meſtick Foe; may he be enriched with every 
Virtue; and his Example inſpire our young 
Nobility and Gentry with new ardors for Li- 
berty and Glory; with the fulleſt conviction, 
that Perſonal Merit ſhould never be ſeparated _ 
from Birth and Fortune — But you will 
expect the cloſe, I haſten therefore 


THIR DIV. To conſider our Duty re- 
ſulting from hence; God has often delivered 
us in thoſe Kingdoms from great and immi- 
nent dangers; and from the ſame enemies too, 
the Papiſts, the avowed and determined trou- 
blers of our Mrael. By the REFORMATION 
ſpiritual Tyranny was detected and reſtrained. 
By the CIVIL WARS Liberty and the very 


Being of Parliaments were ſecured. By the 
| RE vo- 


If we conſider thoſe things, told us by one who was 
in the Battle, Prejudice and Partiality itſelf muſt admire 
the ſuperior Virtues of the Real Prince, and be convinced, 
that if any thing is Hereditary in the Pretended one, it 
is Cruelty, Cowardice and Fear. lt was Cruel be- 

fore the Battle, calmly to give Orders for no quarter to 
the King's Troops. The late Lord Kilmarnock might 

be the only Perſon, from whom it was proper to con- 
ceal this order. He had then a Son with the Duke, and 
Nature might have recgiled at the horror of ſhedding its 
own Blood. 
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RevoLuT1oNn our Rights were all declared 
and eſtabliſhed. Events that would have mor- 
tified any enemy beſides a Papiſt, and made 
any cauſe deſperate, but the worſt in the 
world, vis. Popery. Popery pretends to be 
_ Chriſtianity; but how can that be, when both 


| the honour and power of Chriſtianity are de- 


ſtroyed by the operation of their own inven- 
tions. The Pope pretends to be Sr. Peter's 


Succeſſor, but in what I know not, unleſs it 


be in his denying his Maſter. They are joined 
to Idols, let them alone; and I with they would 
let us alone, to enjoy the happy fruits of Li- 
berty and Reformation, But this muſt not 
be. They are ever projecting, ever reſtleſs 
in their attempts to return and enflaye us, 

In King WILLIAM's Reign they would 


try what arms could do, and were fairly 


beaten out of the Field; and then Aſſaſſina- 
tion, but were detected. In Queen ANNE's 
Reign they had laid the moſt promiſingScheme, 
and had near accompliſhed and crowned their 
Hopes. In King GEORGE lit's Reign they 
beſtirred themſelves again to ſee whether they 
could not make ſome advantage on this new 
ſettlement of the Crown. The Spirit of Re- 
bellion was cheriſhed and raiſed ; but thaugh 
extenſive was ſoon ſubdued. 

ET: _ 


* 
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Thoſe were ſo many Crififes of Liberty, 
and God was pleaſed to decide in our favour. 
And now we have one more to add to the num- 
ber; 1 hope we are not inſenſible, that it adds 
to the Obligation too, A Deliverance ſo 
much the more important, as it ſecures to us 

the happy fruits — conſequences of all the 
former. 5 

We cannot certainly forget the diſtreſs of 
our ſouls in affliction; how much we were 
alarmed at the Progreſs of this Rebellion; and 
how dark all our proſpects were. We faſted 
and prayed, and offered our vows to Heaven. 
What was the iſſue? God heard our 
prayers and ſaved us. Our enemies are 
cruſhed, Treaſon and Rebellion are . now 
trembling before our publick Tribunals. Our 
King and his Royal Houſe, our Conſtitution 
and Religion are all ſaved, Owe we nothing 


to that kind Providence, which hath deli- 


vered ur? After all ſhall we give our vows to 
the winds? Shall we yield to the biaſs of 


Corrupt Nature, forget our mercies; and re- 


turn, with the Lepers, to our former dange- 
rous tate of ſecurity and pleaſure. 
Should our publick vices be ftill counte- 


nanced ; our luxury, pride, and prophaneneſs? 
Should thoſe provecations be till continued, 


which incenſe God's anger againſt us; and are 
the 
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the natural and certain preparatives for Aa- 
very and deftruftion? Should the Spirit of Li- 
berty die away into a ſelfiſh and private Spirit, 

amidſt all the Fences of Liberty? The Pa- 
triot Character be no more than à lure to raiſe 
and Eftabliſh a Family? Should Corruption 
and Bribery ſpread, till all the juſt and Pro- 
per motives of action were ſwallowed up in 
that one of Intereſt? Should the Love of 
Pleaſures deſtroy the cares of Trade; and the 
| Expences of diverſion prove the ruin of weal- 
thy and flouriſhing Families? Should the God 
of Heaven, the God of our Mercies, be in- 
ſulted by Oaths and Perjury, Sabbath break- 


ing, Sacramental proſtitutions, and a growing 


diſſoluteneſs of Manners? Should our Zeal for 
that religion, we were lately in ſo much pain 
for, ſubſide into formality, indifference, and 
a contempt of Publick Worſhip *? 

Was 


* Cato's Speech in the Senate is very inftruQive to us, 
made upon much the ſame fituation of Publick Affairs. 
Cataline was now conſpiring againſt his Country, and 
invading it by the aſſiſtance of the Gauls ; the ſame 
with the French, a People ever prone to countenance 
conſpiracies and Rebellions amongſt their neighbours, 
Having obſerved that the greatneſs and Extent of Em- 
pire was raiſed by a fri honour and virtue, he com- 
pares the preſent with former times, and cannot won- 
der at thoſe attacks upon the Con/titution, when ſuch 
pices prevailed, as would. prove its ruin. And ſo it 

| . . happened 
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Was this our National State, and I wiſh 
we had not too many ſymptoms of it, it 
would be a deplorable. one indeed, and de- 
firey our National. Happineſs, more leiſurely 
indeed; but more effectually than all the Ef- 
forts of Rebellion. How can it be other wiſe, 
when this. is the natural tendency. of thoſe 
vices; when both. Reaſon and Revelation, and 
the Hiſtory of all mankind aſſure us that God 
diſtributes: good and evil; eſtabliſhment and 
ruin to Societies, in proportion to their moral 


Cbaracter. Thoſe great Monarchies the Af- 


Hrian, Perfian and Grecian, are inconteſtable 
monuments of this Truth; and afterward the 


Roman, the bulwark of e which was 
alſo deſtroyed by an inundation of Luxury and 


vice. 


1 not long after. Nolite exiſtumare majores 
noſtros armis Rempublicam ex parva magnam feciſſe. 
Si-ita res eſſet, multo pulcherrimam Eam nos habere- 
mus. Quippe ſociorum atque Civium, praeterea ar mo- 
rum atque equorum major copia nobis, quam illis eſt. 
Sed alia ſuere, quae illos magnos fecere: quae nobis 
nulla ſunt. Domi induſtria; foris juſtum imperium: 
animus in conſulendo liber, neque delicto neque lubi- 
dini obnoxius. Pro his nos habemus luxuriam atque 
avaritiam; publicè egeſtatem, privatim opulentiam; 
laudamus divitias, ſequimur inertiam; inter bonos et 
malos diſerimen nullum, omnia virtutis præmia am- 


bitio poflidet.. Neque mirum; ubi vos ſeperatim, ſibi 


quiſque confilium capitis; ubi domi velupratibus, hic 
pecuniae, aut gratiae ſervitis: eo fit, ut impetus fiat in 
vacuam Rempublicam. Salluſt. Bell. Catalin. 
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vice. And what is more nearly to our own 
caſe, the Romans could never ſubdue the Bri- 
tains, till they had introduced the Roman taſte 
_ amongſt them, and had ee them by 
pleaſures and entertainment . If there is any 
regard therefore to be paid to the wiſdom 
and experience of former ages, we have rea- 
ſon to dread the fatal tendency of vice. Af 
this abounds, eſpecially the intemperate love 
— of Pleaſures, which depreſſes the mind, and 
in times of danger ſpreads upon the counte- 
nance the marks of a ſervile Fear and unman- 
ly dejection; ; and is really the ſource of eve- 
ry other evil, that can diſturb the quiet of 
mankind m: If theſe things, 1 ſay, prevail 
| more 


1 Sequens hiems ſalaberrimis confiliis abſumpta,*Nam- 
que ut homines diſperſi ac rudes, eoque bello faciles, 
quieti et otio per voluptates-aſſueſcerent : hortari priva- 
tim, adjuvare publice, ut Templa, fora domus extrue- 
rent. Inde etiam habitus noſtri honor, et frequens 
toga. Puulatimque diſceſſum ad delinimenta vitibrum, 
porticus, et Balnea, et conviviorum Elegantiam. Idque 
apud imperitos Humanitas vocabatur, cum pars ſervitu- 


tis eſſet. Tac. Agric. wit, a. 
” Nullam capitaliorem peſtem, quam corporis wolup- 
tatem hominibus dicebat a natura datam; cujus volup- 
.tatis avidae libidines, temere et effraenate ad potiundum 
incitarentur. Hinc PA T RIA proditiones; hine Re- 
rumpublicarum everſiones; hint :cum:hoftibus: clanuſt ina 
colloguia naſci. Nullum. denique ſcelus, nullum malum 
facinuseſſe, ad quod ſuſcipiendum non libido voluptatis 


impel- 
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more and more amongſt us, we have no 
reaſon to think our Danger is yet over. 
If it be true, what Heathens, Jews and Chri- 
ſtians undnimouſly aſſert, that virtue enters 
into the idea of both private and Publik 
Happineſs ”, then it muſt follow, if the one 
decays, the other muſt fall. | 

But what Ingratitude would this be to 
God? How diſproportionate thoſe returns for 
the Bleſſings we have enjoyed? He has been 
our dwelling place in all generations, and we 
alienate ourſelves from Him ; we cheriſh a 
Temper moſt oppoſite and odious to him. 
"What can we expect leſs, upon repeated pro- 
vocations of this nature, but that at laſt, He 
ſhould throw us out of his care, and give 
us up to the 7nſults and oppreſſion of that r 
Enemy, we have Scorned ? 
Our preſent buſineſs is indeed to praiſe 
God for his mercies, but it cannot be unſuit- 
able, even on this occaſion, to exprels an aver- 


fion to our infirmities, and a reſentment of 
our 


impelleret : ſtupra vero, et adulteria, et omne tale fla- 
= nullis aliis illecebris excitari, niſi voluptatis, 
Cic. de Senect 12. 
ein Ob aba rufamicha Yeh Wages cba eher £75 cf, irs 
Th AH, & er fd ou porems d Age. Non ergo 
tyrannis aut nobis, aut Reipub, paranda eit, ſed virtus, 
ſi 9 . eſie volumus. 


Plat. Al ir, I. AQ un. 
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our Sins: Sins which render us unworthy of 
thoſe Mercies, and ſhould teach us always 
to rejoyce with trembling *, I hope we are 
come not only to praiſe God with our lips, 
but with reſolutions to give Him the moſts - 
ſubſtantial proofs of Gratitude. And if ſo; 
I beg leave to cloſe all with fome brief ad- 
vice intimating our Duty. EA OAT 
1.) Own God to be the Author of this mer- 
cy; our rock and defence, our refuge in time 
of trouble. There is, 10 doubt, an honour due 
to inſtruments ; but then they are to be conſi- 
dered only as inſtruments in God's hands, raiſ- 
ed up by his appointment ; qualified, guided 
and guarded by his Providence. The race is 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the flrong, 
Events are not always anſwerable to the ope- 
ration of ſecond cauſes. There are ſo man y 
things on which ſucceſs and victory depend, 
and theſe out of the reach of human wiſ- 
dom and power; that when we ſee all things 
| happily concurring to a joyful event, ind 
and weather, good intelligence, union, con- 
duct, courage; we have reaſon to look up to 
the Great Diſpoſer. To acknowledge him 
whoſe prerogative it is to RULE in the hearts 
and Kingdoms of Men. This day -we 
_rejoyce that the Lord reigneth P, that He 
p „ hah 


„ Pſa, ii. 11, p Pſa. xcvii. 1. 
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hath delivered us from our Enemies, and the 


hand of thoſe that hate us *. Bleſſed be 
his Name, who has fruſtrated the tokens of the 


liars, and made the Diviners mad. Their 


zron is become ſtrau, and their braſs as rotten 
wood = Deus nobis haec otia fecit *. 


_ 2.) Reverence God in all bis manifeflations 


and appointments”, In all that God is, and 


does, we ſee ſomething of his Greatneſs and 
Bxcellences ; ſuch as ſhould command our 
Fear, and produce our humble Veneration. 
Reverence Him in his judgments. When 


thoſe are manifeſted by terrible things on 


our Enemies; when his anger and power are 
viſible in their deſtruction, though it is good- 
neſs to us, it is ſeverity to them, we ſhould 
adore the awful God Reverence His 
Name, becauſe this is really neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve a ſenſe of his Being and Government 


Luke i. 71. r I, xliv. 28, 7 Job ali. 7. 
t Virg. Ecl. 1. 9. | 
One of the beſt Poets, the Romans had, tells ani; ; 


«« that the Calamities, which befel their State, were | 


++ owing to their contempt of Religion; that their Empire 
&« roſe to ſuch Extent and Greatneſs from their ſub- 


&« their future ſafety and Glery muſt reſult from the 


„fame Principle. 


Dis te minerem quad geris, imperas : 


Hinc omne principium, huc refer exitum. 
Di multa neglecti dederunt 


 Heſperige mala luflueſa. Hor. od. III. 6. 5. 


in 


„ miſſion and reverence towards their Gods; and that : 
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in the World. Not only avoid ourſelves, but 
contribute our endeavours to ſappreſs, pro- 
fane curſing and ſwearing, I hope it will 
appear one inſtance of National Gratitude, 
that a new AF is made againſt this reigning 


ſhocking vice. Reverence his Day, and 
apply it to Religious purpoſes, The wor- 
ſhip of the Deity, in ſome Form or other, 
ſeems naturally connected with his Being; 
and therefore the circumſtance of time, ſa- 
| cred to Devotion, muſt appear a reaſonable 
appointment. And it is eaſy to foreſee with- 
out a Spirit of Propbeſy, that Once the Lord's 
Day loſes its diſtinction among us; once 
Sports, paſtimes, interludes and martial exer- 
ciſes are permitted on that Day, it maſt 
corrupt the Morals of the Nation, and leſſen 
the Fear of God before our eyes. Remem- 
ber to keep holy the Sabbath Day. Reve- 
rence the Table of the Lord, where we view 
the ſeals and pledges of Divine Love; and 
where with holy, humble, devout diſpoſitions 
we expreſs our admiration, thankfulneſs, truſt, 
obligations and vows, Is this a Place, is this 
a tranſaction proper for Infidels, for the Pro- 
pbane, for the contemners of God? Should thoſe 
be enabled to demand it as a RIGHT to 
qualify them for a place, who would never 
ſeek it as a MBANS to further them in the 


F 2 way 
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way to Heaven. I think I may ſay without 
breach of Charity, that all who are capable 
of civil poſts are not qualified for Chriſtian com- 
munion; and therefore it muſt be a proſtitu- 
tion of this Ordinance 70 lay it open to all 
Comers. 
. Neither after all 1 it anſwer the End of 

a 7%. We ſee Jacobites can now take Oaths, 

and Sacraments to qualify themſelves for the 
chief. magiſtracy in Cities and Corporations ; 
to qualify themſelves for ſerving the ſame 
Cauſe in a more ſecret prudential manner; to 
ſerve it effectually in the livery of Power and 
Authority. The Teſt is really no Teſt at all, 

as matters go now. It ſtands not in the way 
of the Enemies of ' the Government; but in 
the way of its Friends. And therefore this 
muſt be a PROPER TIME to put away this 
Scandal to the Croſs of Chrijt, and finally 
ac ut the d. iſpute, whether Friends or ene- 
mies ſhould be e With @ ſhare o 
flower: 

3.) 7 ruſt, God for the F 46 The Deli 
'verances of a People are to be recorded, that 
they might always have a good influence up- 
on them; in time of peace to make them 
thankful, in times, of danger, believing. Ex- 
Perience is the Rrength and joy of a Believer; 
deff Nr {cf gie prejent comforts and ſup- 

7 Fey 


* 


or National Mercies. 45 
ports, when mingled with pious, and deyout 
reflections, If God has wrought for us won- 
ders of old, we may thus reaſon on the caſe, 
certainly his hand is not ſhortned, that he can- 
not ſave now. His Wiſdom and Goodneſs are 
not leſs n9w ; nor is his Covenant changeable. 
Here then is a motive to dependance and truſt. 
He hath delivered, in whom I truſt that be 
will yet deliver. But then I muſt obſerve, 
that we muſt do this in the way of our duty. 
There can be no ſuch thing as truſting God, 
and offending him at the ſame time. We 
muſt commit our ſelves and our intereſt to a faith- 
ful Creator, and Governor in well doing *. 

4.) Let us reſolve upon a Reformation of 
Manners, and put away every accurſed thing 
which draws down the judgments of God. 
Leſs than this we cannot deſign, as a grateful 
return for this Salvation, it being the very 
thing he aims at, and the trueſt Expreſſion of 
Praiſe. Publick Virtue ſhould be the care of 
thoſe in higher ſtation, who can want no in- 
formation how it may be done; when the 
means and the power are in their hands: but 
our care ſhould be to ſubdue thoſe corruptions, 
which are our own and our Country's greateſt 
Foes. Subdue thoſe luſts, which not only war 
. againſt the ſoul, but poſſeſs it, and excite men 

| | to 
*'4 Cor. 1. 10. * 1 Fee. 17-20 
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to anger, ftrife, and war with one another. 
Eſpecially ſhould we guard againſt the intem- 
perate love of Pleaſures, which have ruined 
not only private perſons and famihes, but 
powerful Empires. I hence come wars, whence 
come fightings amongſt you, come they not hence, 
even of your luſts v, which war in your members. 
5.) Let us maintain a firm Union amongſt 
ourſelves. Our Union was of the greateſt con- 
ſequence in the time of our danger. We 
were ready, without ſolicitation or importu- 
nity, to concert meaſures for our preſervation ; 
the ſame diſpoſitions cultivated would diſcou- 
rage any future attempt of our enemies, We 
ſee the Papiſis are united, not only in one 
Age, and in one Country, but when or where- 
ever they exiſt : They till breath the fame 
Spirit, and are ſtill perfecting the ſame de- 
= Aructive Scheme of ſpiritual Tyranny. It has 
employed the wiſdom and labour of ſucceſ- 
if five generations. Fas eft et ab hoſte dbceri.— 
| Should not Proteſtants, who, as ſuch, ſtand 
upon the ſame foundation, eſtabliſh firm 
| union 
7 Jam. iv. 1. we Ta iS, from your pleaſures, 
your ſervile affections and looſe deſires, which ariſe from 
the body, fo Plato, 2 vf woniuus V Sdows UM 
«3 axno agixe i} vd oapd, N al Tore 2 nam 
ad bella, ad ſeditiones, ad pugnas nihil aliud quam cor- 
pus, ejuſque cupiditates impellunt. | 
Plat, Phaed. 10. Ed. Cantab. 
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union and friendſbip amongſt themſelves; 
and Agree to differ, where they cannot be 
of the ſame Mind. This if any thing will 
give us /irength, and our enemies deſpair. _ 

6.) Honour the King: A Prince who is. 
truly the Father of bis. People, His Royal 
word is unblemiſhed; His regard to the con- 
ſtitution invariable; His mild adminiſtration 
famed throughout the world. A Prince en- 
dowed with ſuch FVirtues deſerves every 
proof of duty, loyalty and affection, which a 
grateful People can give; and it muſt .cer- 
tainly aggravate the Guilt of this Rebellion, 
that it is againſt PERSONAL MERIT, as 
well as LEGAL RIGHT, Where was the 
Provocation? Where the Grievances that 
could juſtify /uch iniquitous meaſures ? Let 
us know how to value a Prince, who is 
giving us the ſtrongeſt proofs of Publick Af 
fection; in expoſing One Son to the hazzards 
of war, to defend our Tiberties; and train- 
ing up Another in the maxims of Govern- 
ment to perpetuate them, and give a luſtre 
and glory to our future Annals. 

7.) And laſtly ; Let us continue our Pray- 
ers to God for the ſecurity and increaſe of 
PUBLICK HAPPINESS, Beſeech him, that 
as he has ſubdued our domeſtick Enemies; 
fo He would humble our foreign ones: de- 
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feat their Policies, cruſh, their power, and 
thereby oblige them to a: Ju and honourable 


Peace; ſuch a Peace as might give rf to 
Europe, and tranquility to the Churches of 
God. And whilſt we are thus pleaſing our- 


ſelves with the views of our /ate Deliverance, 


and rejoycing, that the get of Princes, the 


beſt Conſtitution, and the beſt Religion in the 


world are preſerved to us, let us not forget 
a Greater Salvation, which we are infinitely 
concerned to ſecure, namely, 4 deliverance 
from /þ fin and the wrath to come. This would 
give us the moſt glorious Victory, and lead 


us to an Eternity of Foy. God grant this of - 


His infinite Mercy, . Jefus * our 
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